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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural – Leader of the House) [5.01 pm]: I move —  

That the house do now adjourn. 

Bradleigh Roulston and Dan Kean — Adjournment Debate 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [5.02 pm]: At approximately 7.50 pm on Wednesday, 13 
February, the Gascoyne region lost two young men in the prime of their lives in a mid-air collision some 70 
kilometres north of Gascoyne Junction, east of Carnarvon. Some obscure forgotten by-line in the national 
newspaper is a world apart from the heartfelt reality of the loss felt by the north west community. I feel that the 
loss of these two men, Bradleigh Roulston, aged 23, and Dan Kean, aged 40, should not be a forgotten by-line, 
but their contributions to the north west and the Gascoyne should be recorded to pay tribute to their contributions 
to the Gascoyne community. Bradleigh, the pilot who died, followed the family career of flying. His grandfather 
“Rollo” pioneered the art of aerial mustering from the Gascoyne to the Kimberley. Eric, Bradleigh’s father, 
continued in the family business and runs a successful charter business in Exmouth, Norwest Air Work. 
Bradleigh joined his father in Exmouth some 12 months ago and his life’s ambition was realised. In a plane 
chartered last week by the Department of Environment and Conservation and the Department of Agriculture and 
Food for the goat eradication program, he was tragically killed while following his dream of flying. The district 
lost a fine young man in the prime of his life. Our kind thoughts and prayers are with his family. 

Dan Kean, a serving officer with the Department of Environment and Conservation, was well known in 
Carnarvon for his passion about the plight of Aboriginal people, and the title of the book by Cavan Brown 
relating the life of Reverend Gribble in 1900, The Blackfellow’s Friend, says it all. At 40 years of age, Dan had 
contributed a lifetime to the advancement of Indigenous organisations in the north west. He was a community 
coordinator at Burringurrah in the upper Gascoyne and a coordinator at the Mungullah community in Carnarvon. 
Dan’s easygoing nature and warm character endeared him to many people. He was an exceptional man who 
focused his energy on the things he loved and he always did what he felt was right. He applied his knowledge 
with passion and creativity, and his special skills in planning and financial management helped to advance and 
encourage the Aboriginal communities in the Gascoyne. He was small in stature but larger than life in character 
and spirit. Indigenous and non-Indigenous people alike will come together tomorrow in the Woolshed at the 
Civic Centre in Carnarvon to celebrate his life and mourn his passing.  Our thoughts are with his wife, Faye, and 
son, Aiden.   

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the Opposition) [5.04 pm]: I will just add to 
the comments of Hon Vince Catania. I commend him for bringing the matter to the house this afternoon. I 
listened to a pastoralist who was speaking on the radio the other day and who made some comments about the 
practice of using light aircraft and helicopters at that time of the year for the culling of goats. There was 
significant criticism of that practice at that time of the year. I raise the matter with the Minister for Agriculture 
and Food and, by extension, the Minister for the Environment and ask them whether they will look at the issues 
raised by the pastoralists.  If there is substance to their concerns, I ask that some action be taken to ensure that it 
does not happen again.  

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [5.05 pm]: I heard the same 
interview on the radio and also noted the reference made by the pastoralists to the fact that when that matter was 
under the control of the Department of Agriculture and Food, mustering did not occur at the peak of summer. I 
do not know whether that is the case, but I will certainly ask the Department of Agriculture and Food to research 
that and, indeed, to have discussions with the Department of Environment and Conservation both about the 
conduct of that kind of low-flying operation at that time of the year and also the necessity for a clean-up muster 
at all, because even that matter was raised by the pastoralist. The point that he made was that the goat mustering 
operations have been so successful that the final mop up by aircraft may not be necessary. I will be seeking 
advice on a range of those issues, some of which apply to the Department of Agriculture and Food even though 
they are primarily under the control of the Department of Environment and Conservation, as the department is 
involved with similar matters in relation to other animals in any case. It is something that I never want to happen 
again. If there is any element of unnecessary operation involved, I would most certainly want to be in the 
position to have a say on that.  

Broome Mental Health Facility — Adjournment Debate 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan) [5.07 pm]: I offer my congratulations to the Minister for 
Health, even though that might sound a bit strange!  Today, the minister announced that a 14-bed mental health 
unit would be established in Broome. Apart from the fact that this is long overdue and is the result of a lot of 
hard work by the people of Broome, mental health staff around the Kimberley and the Pilbara and me, I am 
absolutely thrilled that the minister has finally seen the light about the necessity for this unit. Unfortunately, the 
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business case for the mental health unit, which has been with the minister for more than two years, did not 
receive a single cent in the current budget papers. The local community has been pushing for this unit for a long 
time. As far back as July 2006, I raised the issue with the minister on behalf of that community. It is a really 
fantastic outcome. Unfortunately, this has come about only because of the Carpenter government’s severe 
embarrassment over the recent coronial inquiry into Aboriginal deaths, most of which have been by suicide. The 
inquiry made further calls to construct this unit, which probably led to the minister changing his mind and 
looking again at this issue in some haste. It was very clear that the government’s ridiculously inadequate 
response—suggesting that there would be two mental health beds in the general ward of the hospital—would 
never be acceptable and that the minister would have to look again at this issue and change his mind. It was very 
clear that that was going to happen. Everybody else could see it. It was as clear as a bell that that was necessary, 
but somehow or other the minister could not see it. People with mental illnesses were being sedated and held in 
hospitals in a semi-comatose state in preparation for their transport to Perth with the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service. The patients were then treated in a Perth hospital—they would wake up in Perth with absolutely no 
understanding or awareness of where they were. Then they would be transferred fairly quickly back to the 
Kimberley or the Pilbara, most of the time with absolutely disastrous—or a lack of—discharge planning in place. 
The Pilbara and the Kimberley had the highest readmission rate for people within 28 days; this is the typical 
story of the revolving door. Every time someone was transferred by the Royal Flying Doctor Service to Perth it 
cost $20 000. There are so many reasons this unit was necessary and it is really a fantastic outcome for the 
people of the north west that it will be built and open by 2009. I think it is also a great example of how a well-
informed opposition can apply pressure to the minister; that has been consistent over the past 12 months.  

I praise the staff at the general hospitals in the Kimberley and the Pilbara for their excellent work in the way they 
have had to manage seriously mentally ill people in general wards without any mental health training. Similarly, 
the people who work in the community-based mental health services in that region continued to work beyond the 
call of duty to assist those people to stay out of hospital, because there was not one. Notwithstanding that the 
new unit will not be built until the end of 2009, I reiterate that it is a fantastic outcome. The psychiatric unit at 
Broome District Hospital will be a great boost to the work of all those health professionals in the Kimberley and 
the Pilbara. 

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 5.12 pm 

__________ 
 
 


